
dalous sacrifice of innocent 
life, happening behind 
closed doors in our coun-
try. Our nation has given 
up the worship of the true 
God, and has turned to the 
sacrifice of the unborn in 
order for the false religion 
of convenience or comfort. 

Today we celebrate the 
feast of Corpus Christi, the 
Body and Blood of Christ 
in the Eucharist. We wor-
ship and honour the 
Blessed Sacrament. It is 
marvellous that this week 
which begins with Corpus 
Christi will see our church-
es open again, and the 
Blessed Sacrament being 
honoured again. Let us 
pray today that we may 
have a greater sense of 
reverence for the Eucha-
rist, and also in turn to 
honour Jesus present in the 
lives and bodies of the in-
nocent unborn. 

Some of the saddest and 
most shocking pieces of 
news this week was the 
revelation that 2019 was 
the year with the highest 
number of abortions in any 
single year since it was 
legalised. Over 209,000 
unborn children’s lives 
were brought to a prema-
ture end in their mother’s 
womb. That is one death of 
an unborn child every two 
and a half minutes, every 

hour of every day through 
the year.  

The problem is that we 
have become almost im-
munised against the sense 
of shock that this ought to 
provoke in us. We have 
seen people taking to the 
streets in demonstration of 
their opposition to racism. 
While their violence can-
not be supported, the 
sense of a need for justice 
to eradicate racism from 
society is a great cause. But 
who will come out and 
demonstrate to end the 
victimisation of unborn 
children.  

What we are witnessing is 
that the society in which 
we live has neither fear of 
God or reverence for the 
sanctity of life. I’m sorry to 
say this, as we do see very 
good examples of people 
doing good for others. But 
we cannot ignore this scan-

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Alice 

1220-1250 
St Alice was a nun from 
present day Belgium. She 
entered the Cistercian con-
vent at the age of seven and 
remained there for the rest 
of her life. Alice contract-
ed leprosy, and  caused her 
immense pain, and eventu-
ally blindness and paralysis. 
She had to live in isolation. 
In all her sufferings, Alice’s 

greatest consolation was 
receiving Holy Commun-
ion. She was not able to 
receive from the chalice 
because of the possibility of 
contagion. The Lord ap-
peared to her to assure her 
that receiving under one 
kind was enough, as he was 
present there. She experi-
enced visions and ecstasies. 
Devotion to her was pro-
moted by St Pius X. 
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the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
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birmingham.org 
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Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
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Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

Sunday Int Haydn Barley (18th Birthday) Thursday 

Monday People of the Parishes Friday 

Wednesday Winifred Maughan Sunday 

A Private Mass (by the priest alone) will be offered for the following intentions this week 

Requiem Mass Mary Moran RIP 

Frank Welsh 

People of the Parishes 

Tuesday Gerry Murphy Saturday Canon John J Welch 

Mass is celebrated privately each day, by the priest alone. Please unite your intentions to the offering to the Mass, and 
make a Spiritual Communion. 

No other Sacraments may be celebrated at the moment other than in exceptional circumstances, such as the last Sacra-
ments, in danger of death. Please contact Fr Julian by email at fr.julian@rcaob.org.uk to ensure that he receives requests 

quickly. Do not leave messages for urgent matters on the parish voicemail. 
Funerals are not being celebrated in church, but only graveside or crematorium services for immediate family are being 
offered. Requiem Mass is offered on the day of the funeral by the priest alone. A Funeral Mass at a later time after re-

strictions are lifted will be able to be arranged. 
Mass can still be offered for any intentions. Either place the Mass offering in an envelope, writing the intention on the 

outside of the envelope and clearly marking it ‘Mass Offering’, and post it through the Presbytery door at St Joseph’s, or 
email Fr Julian to arrange and give the offering later (use above email address).  The same can be done for Sanctuary 

Lamps. Please mark envelopes ‘Sanctuary Lamp’ and preferred church. Or email and give donation later. 
There will be no Parish Priest’s Open House until further notice. 

Church opening for private prayer 
From this week we are able to open churches for private prayer. After doing the necessary risk assessment, we 
will only be opening St Joseph’s and English Martyrs’ for private prayer for the present time. 

St Joseph’s: Church will be open for the first time on Wednesday 16th June from 5.30pm to 7.30pm. We 
will then be open on Friday evening 5.30pm to 7.30pm and on Sunday morning from 10.30am to 12.30pm.  

English Martyrs’: Church will be open for the first time on Thursday 17th June from 5.30pm to 7.30pm. 
We will the open on Sunday morning from 8.30am to 10.30am. 

Please note the following: 

If you are ill even with mild symptoms of sore throat, cough, fatigue, lack of senses of taste or smell, or with 
any other illness, then you must not come to church. 

You will be greeted by a volunteer at the door who will ask you to put alcohol gel on your hands. This is obliga-
tory.  

You will also be asked to sit only in designated pews. At all times keep two metres (six feet) from other people 
who are not from your household.  

The wearing of face coverings is encouraged.  

Children under the age of 16 are not allowed to access church without a responsible adult.  

There will be no toilet facilities available. 

In each church there will be a one-way system. At St Joseph’s please enter by the side chapel door and leave by 
the main doors. At English Martyrs’, please enter by the main doors and leave by the fire exit at the side. 

There will be Eucharistic Adoration when the church is open, so please remain silent in church. 

Any items you pick up in church (sheets with prayers or readings) you must take home with you. Please sanitise 
your hands as you leave. 
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Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: Alice & John Edwards & Michael Lakin 
St John’s: Special Intention (MM) 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedicated. Minimum 
donation £5. Please see page 2 on how to request 
sanctuary lamp dedications while churches are 
closed. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Prayer LINE 
Our Prayer group are not meeting at the moment, but 

they are still praying! If you have any intentions that you 
want to have others pray for, then please email your in-
tentions to: prayersplease@yahoo.com This is a confi-

dential prayer line, subject to normal safeguarding. 

Deaths 
Of your charity please pray for the soul of Mary Moran. 
Graveside service at Tunstall Cemetery on Thursday 
18th June. 
It is not possible to attend funeral services, as they are restricted 
to the closest family, but please pray for the souls of the dead. 

Requiescant in pace 

Hospital If you know someone in hospital, ask the nurs-
es to call the Chaplain on call. This is the best way of 
notifying the Catholic chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400. This is the best way 
of ensuring a chaplain visits your loved one. 

LIve streamed mass & Resources 
Fr Julian is not live-streaming Mass. However, many 
priests are. These range from the Cathedral to local par-
ish churches. Have a look at what is available, to view 
Mass online: https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/
parishes-with-live-streams  You can also look in at the 
shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham who have a live-
stream for Mass and Devotions at https://
www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/  

PARTNERSHIP OF PARISHES ON 
YOUTUBE! 

Fr Julian (and a few guests) are doing Daily reflections, 
Mass homilies and devotional content online, and a video 
aimed at children once a week.  To access the Partner-
ship of Parishes YouTube channel, please search 
YouTube for ‘Our Lady of Grace Parishes’ or use this 
link https://tinyurl.com/wqtqx76 

supporting your  parish           
financially at this time 

It would be a great help to the Parishes if parishioners 
would begin to pay their weekly/monthly collection 
money by Standing Order from your bank to ours. It 

means we can continue to receive your Collection 
through this time, but also in any case, means we avoid 
bank charges on paying in cash. To begin paying your 

contribution to the Parish by Standing Order please use 
the form here: https://tinyurl.com/uqsttlr 

and deliver/post to St Joseph’s presbytery. 

Thanks to those parishioners who have responded and 
filled in a standing order form. 

Good News! Over the last couple of years, while we 
have set up a new SVP in Biddulph, the SVP groups in 
Goldenhill and Kidsgrove both went into abeyance. The 
good news is that the volunteers who have taken part in 
‘St Joseph’s Volunteers’ during the lockdown are now 
looking at setting up a joint SVP for Goldenhill and 
Kidsgrove to keep up the good work. If you are interest-
ed in being part of the group, then please let Fr Julian 
know, and he’ll put you in touch with the group. 

Our Lady of Grace Men’s Group We have started 
another series of studies, this time on the Holy Spirit. 
While we can’t meet in real life, we are going to have a 
go at doing these sessions online. If you want to take 
part, please email Fr Julian. The next session is on Friday 
12th June at 7.30pm on Microsoft Teams. 

Mary’s Meals In April, Magnus McFarlane Barrow 
made an update about what the charity is doing at the 
moment by video (click the word video). He has now 
done a second video update. Knowing how keen many 
parishioners are to support this partner charity, it is in-
teresting to keep up on the work they are doing. 

Volunteers needed! 
We are grateful that enough parishioners have vol-
unteered to begin opening up our churches. Howev-
er, it is unfair to expect those who have volunteered 
so far to have to take responsibility for all the times 
of opening. If you want to volunteer to help other 
parishioners access the church for private prayer, 
and eventually for Mass when public celebration is 
restored, then please email Fr Julian or phone the 
parish office this week. 

We also need people to clean. If you are able to help 
to clean St Joseph’s before opening, then please 
come to church on Tuesday morning at 10am so that 
the church can have a spring clean.  

All volunteers have to be under the age of 70 to comply 
with the health and safety requirements of the Diocese. 
Those who have underlying health problems should also 
not volunteer> 



SACRED HEART NOVENA 

Matthew 10:26-33 

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not be 
afraid. For everything that is now covered will be un-
covered, and everything now hidden will be made 
clear. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the daylight; 
what you hear in whispers, proclaim from the house-
tops. 

‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but can-
not kill the soul; fear him rather who can destroy both 
body and soul in hell. Can you not buy two sparrows 
for a penny? And yet not one falls to the ground with-
out your Father knowing. Why, every hair on your 
head has been counted. So there is no need to be afraid; 
you are worth more than hundreds of sparrows. 

‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the presence 
of men, I will declare myself for him in the presence of 
my Father in heaven. But the one who disowns me in 
the presence of men, I will disown in the presence of 
my Father in heaven.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 
KEY VERSE: "So there is no need to be afraid; you are 
worth more than hundreds of sparrows" (Mt 10:31). 
TO KNOW: Jesus instructed his twelve apostles to be cou-
rageous as they shared his mission of announcing God's 
reign. Despite the coming darkness and opposition, they 
should be fearless in proclaiming the light and truth of the 
gospel. Fear of persecution and death should not deter 
them. They should be more afraid of the evil one who could 
lead them to eternal destruction. Jesus encouraged his fol-
lowers by reminding them of their worth before God. Spar-
rows were eaten by the poor, and were the cheapest of all 
the birds. If God cared for these tiny birds how much more 
were God's children valued? No ill-treatment on earth 
could compare with the ultimate fate of one who had been 
guilty of infidelity to God. If the apostles remained faithful 
to their witness, Jesus would testify to their fidelity at the 
final judgment.  
TO LOVE: Do I defend the faith when I am opposed? 
TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, help me to recognize my worth in 
God's sight.  

You are invited to join in the preparation for the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, which is on Friday 19th June. The Novena begins 
on Wednesday this week, 10th June, and continues for nine days. The best way to participate is by logging on to the Partnership of Parish-
es YouTube channel, where Fr Julian will give a daily reflection on the Heart of Jesus, and lead the Novena prayers. The prayers are here 

below: 

O my Jesus, you have said: "Truly I say to you, ask and you will receive, seek 
and you will find, knock and it will be opened to you." Behold I knock, I seek 
and ask for this grace  ______ (name your request here). 

Our Father . . . Hail Mary . . . Glory Be . . . 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. 

O my Jesus, you have said: "Truly I say to you, if you ask anything of the Father 
in my name, he will give it to you." Behold, in your name, I ask the Father for 
this grace ______ (name your request here). 

Our Father . . . Hail Mary . . . Glory Be . . . 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. 

O my Jesus, you have said: "Truly I say to you, heaven and earth will pass away but my words will not pass 
away." Encouraged by your infallible words I now ask for this grace ______ (name your request here). 

Our Father . . . Hail Mary . . . Glory Be . . . 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. 

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, for whom it is impossible not to have compassion on the afflicted, have pity on us mis-
erable sinners and grant us the grace which we ask of you, through the Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
your tender Mother and ours. 

Hail Holy Queen . . . 

St. Joseph, foster father of Jesus, pray for us. Amen. 






